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Preface
Genesis first chapter states that “God created the heaven
and the earth” and on the sixth day “God created man in his
own image, in the image of God created he him …and God
said to them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and every living thing that
moveth upon earth”.
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This creation story is often interpreted as the cause for
man’s stewardship, and not only right but duty to make
use of earth. It also explains why science emerges in the
Judeo-Christian western world where there is an ideological
“permission” to make use of nature and manipulate it in
scientific testing.
If the first creation story in Genesis had been formulated as a
research program it must be looked upon as a successful one,
in the sense that it has reached its research goals.
Since man has been so successful in making use of earth we
are now facing a new age – the Anthropocene – in which
man has realized in what way he is in focus quite differently.
The challenges of the Anthropocene demand a new way of
defining the relation between man and creation, i.e.
everything not-human, and between culture and nature.
And obviously these challenges are spread over all scientific
areas; natural, social and human sciences. This explains the
fast-growing scientific area of Environmental Humanities.
Mistra (The Swedish Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research) and Formas (The Swedish Research Council for
Environment, Agricultural Sciences, and Spatial Planning)
decided to support the idea that the challenges of
Anthropocene must be met, not only by science and
technology but also by human sciences. It is their support
together with Linköping University that makes the Seed Box
possible. The Seed Box is an transdisciplinary and internationally oriented program that addresses the challenges that
follow from the fact that we live in the Age of Man - the
Anthropocene. Seed Box aims at building a national and
international hub for research, education and artistic
practises in Environmental Humanities. The Seed Box is
organized in a pronounced multi- and transdisciplinary way
and with truly international perspectives and participation.
In 2018 the program is fully up and running. The activites
for 2018 are as manifold as earlier years – publication of
scientific reports, work-shops and conferences, international guests lectures, post doc-activities and PhD-work are
intermingled with artistic conferences, lecture-performances,
films, exhibitions, festivals, school engagements and ”citizen
humanities”- activities. The year has also been
characterized by the next step in Seed Box; the development
of the progress report and the plan for Seed Box phase two
– both indicating the strength and importance in Seed Box.
Lars Haikola
Chair, Program Executive Board of Seed Box
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Introduction

”Elk Bath”- A wildfire in the Bitterroot National Forest in Montana,
US. Photo by John McColgan, U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Last year, again, the devastating effects of climate change
were manifested and experienced , disseminated, and
debated on a global scale. Forest fires and flooding,
melting glaciers, erosion, plastics covering the ocean
floors, the extinction of species, and the indomitable
fading of coral reefs were experienced and captured in
text and image and sound. All over the world reports of
new temperature records and the continuing extinction
of multitudes of species were delivered while doomsday
headlines framed and narrativized the processes in order
to understand the drastic changes – “The Insect
Apocalypse is Here. What does it mean for the rest of
life on Earth?”, as was recently asked in an issue of New
York Times Magazine (November 27, 2018).
Moreover, in October IPCC issued their 1.5 C special
report calculating, assessing, and discussing the impact
of global warming for life on this planet, which
delivered a demanding message – interpreted in The
Guardian as “We have 12 years to limit climate change
catastrophe” – and which was followed by the extended
and sensitive negotiations at COP24 in Katowice on
how to implement this kind of information in a
politically and ethically viable way.
And is – still – not this the crux? How do we, not just
observe and measure, but understand and learn to live
and die with climate change? How do we learn to exist
on and share this planet in ways that do not further
the damaging transformations? Such questions concern
meaning, understanding, telling, and acting. They
indicate that the not least urgent issues in relation to
climate and environmental change actualize the knowledge domain traditionally identified as the humanities.
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Or, more accurately, they bring up the necessity of
combining and saturating bio-geo-chemical observation
and questioning with observations, theories, and
reflections pursued in the humanities and social
sciences. And they remind of how this is also a
critical undertaking that interrogates narratives about
the environment and the Anthropocene, a concept that
has been of vital importance but which also needs to be
analyzed further and problematized, not least in relation
to questions of responsibility.
It is at this juncture that The Seed Box: A Mistra-Formas
Environmental Humanities Collaboratory is built. The
Seed Box is funded by Mistra and Formas from 2015 to
2019 and based at Linköping University. It is conceived
and formed as a transdisciplinary research program and
a pilot case for developing a new and viable form of
Environmental (or Ecological) Humanities (EH) that in
confronting the challenges and questions outlined above
wants to:
•

Think through, analyze, and read current and
emergent ecologies while still being a part of them,
not observing them from the outside.

•

Challenge and complicate dominating narratives
on the environment through critical approaches,
creative endeavors, justice-oriented perspectives,
and other forms of integrative approaches.

•

Build bridges between disparate narratives on
nature and the environment, and among different
fields of knowledge, disciplines, and social
communities.

In this endeavor, the research and the activities linked to the Seed Box program are informed and shaped by four
pervasive problems in our relationship to environmental issues. These problems can be summarized as follows:
•

An alienation toward issues of environmental concern and a sense of nature’s intangibility in affluent, urban,
or high-tech settings.

•

A view of environmental issues as primarily questions of technocratic management and/or post-political
approaches.

•

A predominantly negative and even apocalyptic tone in discussions, narratives, and imaginaries of the
environment.

•

The compartmentalization of environmental problems from other salient matters such as the globalization
of capital, the speed of technological advance, or new forms of colonialism.

These problems are addressed in all knowledge work pursued in the program’s different activities and they guide
the different research projects in the Seed Box, which are gathered in the program’s research portfolio and
organized into the following areas: Deep Water, Deep Earth, Deep Time, Green Futures, Toxic Embodiment,
Weather and Climate Change, Multispecies Stories, and Media Ecologies.
The long-term goal of The Seed Box program is to establish a high-quality international research institution and
a national hub for Environmental Humanities at Linköping University. The short-term goals of the program
during its initial 4-year period are:
•

To establish a four-year research hub as a developmental scheme and pilot platform for a permanent
environmental humanities consortium, explicitly committed to supporting all new and developing centers
involved in EH in Sweden;

•

To confirm Sweden as world leading in advanced transdisciplinary EH scholarship, and to contribute to a
systematic transnationalization and interdisciplining of Swedish EH research;

•

To advance the field of EH in both established and emerging directions, focusing on top priority issues,
and with an overarching commitment to methodological and conceptual innovation;

•

To create a high-quality international research environment which is intellectually attractive, stimulating,
and challenging, as well as mutually supportive for both senior and junior scholars;

•

To further an applied (yet philosophically advanced) citizen dimension within environmental humanities.

In order to reach these goals, The Seed Box is organized as a three-part structure, including:
1) a consortium of partner universities in Sweden and around the world (Australia, Canada, The Netherlands,
United Kingdom, United States), which collaborate on conferences, in projects, and so on,
2) capacity building activities, such as a PhD research school, a postdoc exchange program, and funding of
artistic and research projects (“Seed Money”); and, finally,
3) a large portfolio of research projects.
There are, naturally, overlaps between these three parts, and they are entangled in some ways, but, still, the
structure functions as an image of the program as a whole, including its different kinds of activities, its scope, and
its ambitions.
Today, The Seed Box is a node for around 70 projects – of different types, durations and magnitudes – either
funded by or affiliated with the program. It is the anchoring point of an Environmental Humanities consortium
of 13 national and international partners, which during the first three years has built a national research school,
an international postdoc program, and it has facilitated collaborations underlying several of the projects in the
portfolio, and activities in The Seed Box events program. Through open calls of funding for new environmental
humanities projects, The Seed Box has strengthened the field more broadly, and supported the pursuit of
innovative and experimental ideas for future projects, both within academic research and artistic work as well as
to achieve public and social engagement. The program wants to explore and expand Environmental Humanities
methodologies and transdisciplinarity in ways that shorten and bridge the distances between scholarly knowledge,
artistic imagination, and citizen and social policy.
The following pages present activities and accomplishments of the Seed Box program’s third year – 2018. We use
the three-part structure outlined above as a model for this report’s composition: first, we give a brief presentation
of the consortium’s activities. Next, we give some examples of how the capacity-building work has developed;
and, finally, we offer an overview of the ongoing research in the program, with special attention to the postdoc
projects. The report closes with short presentation of the program’s organizational structure and financial
conditions.

The Consortium
The Seed Box consortium – or the Environmental
Humanities Collaboratory (EHC), as we designate it, in
order to underline both the collaborative and the
experimental work taking place – consists of six Swedish
and seven international universities with established
competencies in environmental humanities:
1. Linköping University (the host institution).
2. Uppsala University.
3. Blekinge Institute of Technology (BTH).
4. Stockholm University.
5. Örebro University.
6. Royal Institute of Technology (KTH).
7. Goldsmith’s University of London, UK.
8. Queen’s University, Canada.
9. University of Texas at Arlington, US.
10. University of Sydney, AUS.
11. University of Western Australia, AUS.
12. Utrecht University, The Netherlands.
13. Western Sydney University, AUS.
One or more faculty members from each consortium
university serve(s) as the primary contact point(s) and
liaison(s) between the host institution, Linköping
University, and the collaborating university’s
environmental humanities efforts. These liaisons
communicate important Seed Box news, events, and
developments, such as the annual call for Seed Funding,
and they represent the Seed Box at their home
universities and at events around the world. These faculty
members also facilitate research collaborations between
Swedish and international scholars. Thus, the
consortium – our Environmental Humanities
Collaboratory – is putting Swedish environmental
humanities on the map with a distinct, internationally
relevant profile.
One of the important components and instruments for
the development of the Seed Box consortium has been
the program’s digital platform (http://theseedbox.se/).
Highlighted already in the original proposal from 2013
and the initial evaluation of the program, the platform

has been crucial in many ways, for external and internal
communication, for presentations of people and projects,
for the dissemination of news and the establishing of an
interface and digital archive calibrated for the program’s
variated output in different media and forms. But, just as
important – the site has been integral in offering a
reference point for all the scholars and artists in a
program that is geographically dispersed and based in no
small part on networking across the globe.
While the planning for the platform began early on, and
a first functional website was installed immediately, the
more focused and elaborate work with a program-specific
platform began in spring 2017 and resulted in a launch
in October 2017. It was constructed in collaboration
with the communications bureau Linkin in Linköping
and the work was demanding, especially in coming
up with an architecture and design that corresponded
with the complexity of the research program as a whole.
However, eventually a solution was found, even though
some components are still to be developed further. For
instance, a program internal workspace is to be set up and
more work is necessary in order to integrate the platform
in a more ambitious plan to explore digital EH within
the program.
In spring 2018 the development of the interface for a
reporting system and digital archive on the platform
began. Using existing research report systems – such as
DiVA – as template, a number of specific features were
then added. Standard parameters such as article,
anthology, monograph, etcetera, were supplemented with
options such as exhibit, workshop,and stage performance.
Moreover, boxes were inserted in which to check which
research area a certaian post belongs to, whether it is
financed by the program or affiliated, and what kind of
primary audience is addressed, and so on.
In the early fall of 2018 the interface and archive were
ready for use. The archive is an important tool for documentation in the program, available on:
https://theseedbox.se/archive/publications-and-activities/.
The Seed Box Collaboratory
Linköping University
Uppsala University
Blekinge Institute of Technology
Stockholm University
Örebro University
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH)
Goldsmith’s University of London, UK
Queen’s University, Canada
University of Texas at Arlington, USA
University of Sydney, AUS
University of Western Australia, AUS
Utrecht University, The Netherlands
Western Sydney University, AUS

With the completion of this effort, the Seed Box digital
archive has been retroactively filled with materials
documenting the activities that have taken place since
2015 (up till then accounted for in annual reports and
other documents). Since spring 2018, when Per Wistbo
Nibell took up the position as communications officer in
the program, the archive and platform also feature a rich
array of videos covering, for example, visiting lectures at
Linköping University and events from the EH-festival
Seeds and Citizens organized by the program in
Linköping on September 21–23.
An important part of the consortium has been to
establish post doc agreements and post doc positions
with a number of partner universities. In 2018, this
work was completed. It has resulted in four 1-year
postdoctoral fellowships – with University of Western
Australia (position held by Tarsh Bates), with University
of London, Goldsmiths (position held by Simon Pope),
with the University of Texas at Arlington (position held
by Edward G. Schaumberg), and with Western Sydney
University (position held by Isaac Lyne) – and in 2
years funding for PhD student James Wilkes at Queens
University.
Several of the international postdocs in the consortium have also, during the past year, contributed to the
mobility and research exchange within the program. For
instance, Tarsh Bates visited Linköping University on
January, 23, 2018, giving a lecture and presentation of
her transdisciplinary practice – combining research and
artistic work – and specifically of her project on the
candida albicans, under the heading, “The Unsettling
Eros of Contact Zones: Queering Evolution in the /
Candida Homo/ Ecology”. Similarly, post doc Simon
Pope from Goldsmiths visited the Seeds and Citizens
Environmental Humanities festival in September,
participating in the concluding panel as well as showing
a video work about his project on “Discussion Island”
(https://theseedbox.se/project/discussion-island/).
Parenthetically, it should be mentioned, that this festival,

partly conceived as an exploration of the program’s
citizen humanities component and its investment in
participatory knowledge processes, also was an occasion
to gather people from the consortium universities.
Finally, this exchange has of course also been accomplished through the digital platform and network, for
instance in blog posts, such as Isaac Lyne’s recent report
on his research on “fresh water kiosks” and “low plastic
tourism” in Cambodia.
The efforts of both strengthening the consortium from
within, and building new relations through the
extended network of the Seed Box program, has also
been furthered in 2018. One example of this is the series
of conversations with other EH centers and environments at Swedish universities that were organized at
Linköping University in the spring after an invitation
from the Seed Box. The first of these events took place
on March 15, with Christine Hansen and Thomas
Laurien from Gothenburg University, and Åsa Ståhl and
Jørgen Bruhn from Linnaeus University. The second
event happened on April 19, with May-Britt Öhman
from Uppsala University, and Karin Bradley and Marco Armiero from the Royal Institute of Technology in
Stockholm. During the seminars, the guests were invited
to talk briefly about ongoing EH research and activities
at their respective universities. Thereafter, all participants
engaged in a common discussion about the status and
potential of EH in Sweden, and possibilities for
collaboration. The seminars were followed by continued
discussions at a restaurant in downtown Linköping. The
events were much appreciated by the participants.

Hann glacier at Johan Petersen’s Fjord, South East Greenland, 2016. Photo by Clemens Stockner.

The activity in the Visiting Scholars’ program – which
gives professors, mid-career scholars, PhD candidates,
and artists the opportunity to spend a research month at
the Seed Box in Linköping – was intensified during 2018
(and it continues in 2019). To a certain extent, this
activity contributes to the consolidation of the
consortium. For instance, one of the “distinguished
professor” residencies were offered to Professor Matthew
Fuller from Goldsmiths in London, which is also one of
the consortium partner universities.

Moreover, inspections of and visits to other important
EH institutions, such as the Rachel Carson Center in
Munich, have been undertaken, in order to find
inspiration both for further networking and infrastructural development (more on this in the next section). Regarding the consortium, two ideas became
formative here. On the one hand, to broaden the geo-political spectrum in the composition of the consortium by
addressing and initiating a collaboration with partners
from the global south. On the other hand, to develop
further the transdisciplinary methodologies and the
collaboration between scholars and artists by inviting an
art school as a member of the consortium.

Just as important, the Visiting Scholars’ program plays
a role in the development of the Seed Box network. The
same can be said of the continual, informal research and
artistic exchange, often initiated by individual scholars
and artists through the international reputation that the
Seed Box program has achieved during the last years.
Thus, the program and Linköping University was visited
by, for instance, Christina Gerhardt from University of
Hawaii and UC Berkeley, who gave a talk about “Atlas of
(Remote) Islands and Sea Level Rise”, and Fiona

These ideas have then shaped our work on a (future)
consortium during the fall of 2018, as the progress report
from the 3 first years of the Seed Box and the application
was put together. In this effort, Associate Professor
Astrida Neimanis from University of Sydney was
engaged as a partner (Neimanis was also part of the
original proposal for the Seed Box program, and
University of Sydney is a consortium member). It has
resulted in a potential, forthcoming collaboration with
both the University of Cape Town, South Africa, and
the Royal Institute of Art in Stockholm – collaborations
that would be vital for both disseminating and deepening
further knowledge about the environment and climate
change.

Visiting professor Fiona Cameron in May 2018.

Cameron from Western Sydney University (also in the
consortium), who lectured on “Museum Collections as
More-Than-Human Things”, both in May 2018.
The extended Seed Box network has, for other reasons,
been actualized, since much thinking about the
consortium during 2018 has been oriented toward the
future and a possible prolongation of the program. In
early 2019 a progress report as well as an application for a
Seed Box phase 2 was delivered to Mistra, which
necessitated an analysis and self-evaluation of the early
phase of the program. Thus, many discussions on how
to strengthen the consortium further have ensued, for
instance through the invitation of new partners and
through the inclusion of other kinds of institutions.
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Capacity Building Activities
A driving force of the Seed Box program is the facilitating and support for environmental humanities research
and art in its various shapes and orientations, both on a national and an international level. During the third year
this commitment to building environmental humanities capacity has manifested in the The Seed Box Research
School, The Post Doc Program, The Visitors’ Program and local seminar series. In addition to efforts directed
towards building research capacity, year three has also emphasized building capacity for the Citizen Humanities
dimension of the Seed Box and the field of environmental humanities, including work on the digital platform,
and the environmental humanities festival Seeds and Citizens.
Research Capacity
In the research school there was a period of separate work following immediately after the joint course program,
but during 2018 the schedule of joint meetings and workshops has been resumed. In February a reunion meeting
was organized, and the PhD students were given the opportunity to present and discuss their emerging thesis projects. The workshop was also visited by Erika Sigvardsdotter and Jonas Gren, to discuss their Seed Money project
”The Return of Bacteria”.
Following the reunion meeting, workshops designed for the PhD students have been a recurring event in the
visiting scholar’s program. On 14 May, professor Matthew Fuller gave a workshop, on 11 October, the PhD
candidates were invited to meet with professor Serpil Oppermann, and on 26 November there was an event with
Astrida Neimanis. In preparation of the visiting scholars’ workshops, the PhD students have been in dialogue
with the professors about the design of the workshops. Moreover, during 2017 the program host decided to
increase the amount of co-funding to the program. This allowed for partly funding a new PhD student, Lene Asp
Fredriksen, in Language and Literature, who then started in February 2018.
During 2018, the two final appointments within the the postdoc program have been realized and the program
has welcomed Isaac Lyne at Western Sydney University, and Edward Shaumberg, University of Texas at
Arlington as new Seed Box researchers. Lyne’s research, among other things, considers some of the large-scale
“grand solutions” to plastic problems being offered by relatively new market-entrant companies in Cambodia,
biodegradable bioplastic bags and food packaging made from agribusiness feedstock. Considering these
interventions as a form of ‘green entrepreneurship’ that is compatible with other narratives of social
entrepreneurship that offers market-oriented solutions to social problems, comparisons are made with the
perceived value and practicality of vernacular materials such as palm leaf, banana leaf, bamboo and rattan as
forms of food packaging that might be used. The objective is to try to elicit a range of hidden practices that can
meet social needs, service the environment, strengthen common-property and have economic value via both
market or non-market-based means.

Picture taken during Isaac Lyne’s fieldwork in Eastern Cambodia.
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In Shaumberg’s research, one project examines the role of notions of “liquidity” for communication of hydrological and climatological concepts in fiction and creative non-fiction accounts. There is a growing effort within
the scientific community to tailor communication about data and experiments for public audiences, rendering
high-level scientific material more accessible. While this kind of public communication is typically treated as
instrumental—a means to achieve educational goals—studying those communications for the narrative and
metaphorical frameworks they rely on can lead to more effective science communication informed by narrative
theory. Examining juxtapositions of hydrological knowledge with long-standing indigenous water traditions
within literary texts reveal the extent to which hydrological knowledge and cultural practice shape each other in
specific cultural contexts.
Underlying the launch of a postdoc program in order to build environmental humanities research capacity is the
notion that a substantial investment into postdoc positions serves to promote the development of future
research leaderships in the environmental humanities. Although this is a commitment with a trajectory that
extends beyond a single year, or even the whole course of the program, there have been promising advancements
during 2018. After concluding her postdoc, Anna Kaijser was employed as assistant professor at the Tema
department at Linköping University and was appointed deputy director for the Seed Box since late 2017 and into
2018. She has since moved on to a senior research officer position at the Swedish environmental research council
Formas.
Just at the beginning of 2018, Jennifer Hamilton had been offered a lecturer position in literary studies at
University of New England and moved on to that from her Seed Box post doc position. Olga Cielemecka, after
concluding her Seed Box postdoc work have been engaged as guest editor for an issue of the perhaps most
prestigious journal of the field, Environmental Humanities.

Visiting program

The Green Room seminar series

Residency guests have been an important part of the
Seed Box in 2018. In the visiting program two open
calls for one-month residencies within environmental
humanities have been made.

During 2018, the environmental humanities research
seminars continued under the new name “The Green
Room: Nature, Culture, Politics”. These weekly seminars
are held at Linköping University and gather participants
from the social sciences and humanities who share an
interest in critical research on environment and nature.
Themes include politics and the political; analysis of
power relations; ideas, norms and values; knowledge and
knowing; justice and distribution; and visions and utopian thinking. The activities range from discussions of
texts in progress, to workshops on theory and methods,
communal readings of articles, and conversations about
recent academic trends and popular concepts. Guest
researchers and artists-in residence at The Seed Box are
invited to give seminars and participate in the meetings.

In January the Seed Box invited scholars working in any
aspect of the field of environmental humanities, with an
open call. The review of the applications was made by
external experts within in the field. As a result, Beatrice
del Monte, PhD-Candidate in sociology and methodology of social research at the State University of Milan
and at the University of Turin and Serpil Opperman,
Professor of Environmental Humanities at Cappadocia
University in Turkey, who was direct invited, came to
the Seed Box and to Linköping in October 2018.

Prof. Dr. Serpil Oppermann, Cappadocia University, Turkey visited
The Seed Box in October 2018.

Draft article presentation by Emelie Fälton and Isabelle
Strömstedt at The Green Room seminar series.

Seed Money

In addition to attending seminars and giving lectures,
this also became an opportunity to involve the Seed
Box PhD-students in various activities together with the
guest researchers. The second open call was made in
August 2018 and beside a PhD-candidate and a
mid-scholar this call also included an artist. The Seed
Box was especially interested in those whose work
is methodologically innovative and citizen-or activist-oriented.

By 2018, all funding for the Seed Money projects
awarded in the calls from 2016 and 2017 has been
distributed. Several of the projects are concluded, while
others are still ongoing and will be completed in 2019.
An example of the latter is Carl Johan Erikson and Karin
Willén’s artistic project The Final Repository: A Macroscopic Exploration, which will be rounded off in spring
2019 and documented with a book (see image below).

Moreover, as mentioned above, a number of scholars
and artists have visited the Seed Box without being part
of the visitors’ program proper. These visits have usually
been initiated by the scholars and artists themselves,
who, having heard about the Seed Box, have contacted
us in order to come and converse with people in the
program and present their ongoing research or artistic
work. In some cases, the Seed Box has funded these
visits partly – by paying for accommodation or part of
the travelling costs – in other cases they have been selffunded. From the postdoc program, Tarsh Bates visited
in January of 2018, and late in the year, Astrida Neimanis, research leader of Deep Water and one of the
authors of the initial application for the Seed Box, spent
almost a month with the program.
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Picture from Carl Johan Erikson and Karin Willén’s project.

On September 21 – 23, 2018, the program launched Seeds and citizens: An Environmental Humanities Festival in
Linköping, an event at the intersection between citizen humanities – that is the engagement of broader
participatory audiences in generating and enacting environmental humanities knowledges – and research. The
festival pulled together a range of different ways of exploring transgressive environmental humanities methods,
and it promises to be a point of reference for the future development of environmental humanities capacities for
putting knowledge into motion, and promoting an everyday concern for environmental issues. The festival was
held at Linköping University, the regional museum Östergötlands Museum, and Café Chocolat in downtown
Linköping. In this way, the commitment to surpassing borders between research, art and activist practices was not
only manifested thematically, but was at the core of how the festival was organized and made available to different
participants and audiences. The programme of the first day included a keynote speech by Professor Dolly
Jørgensen from the University of Stavanger, a series of short presentations by Seed Box-affiliated researchers and
artists, and a much appreciated workshop on communication across genres with a poet, an author of children’s
books, a communication officer and a dramaturg.

The second day’s program was more oriented towards the general public and included art installations, workshops
in storytelling and on handling climate anxiety, a live role play, and a biodiversity walk in a public park in
Linköping. Largely situated at Östergötlands museum the second day program spanned many different forms
of media and media platforms, including participatory and craft work, sound installations, video installations
and film. In the evening, the program moved to a restaurant adjacent to the museum, with a panel on food and
environment, readings by poet Ida Börjel, and two live concerts.

On the last day of the Seeds and Citizens-festival,
a brunch was held at Café Chocolat. While enjoying
their breakfast, the guests could listen to a panel
discussion about the experiences from the festival and the
role of environmental humanities, followed by a quiz on
environmental issues organised by students from the
Science for Sustainable Development master’s program at
Linköping University, who had also volunteered to help
throughout the festival.

Building Capacity for
Citizen Humanities
While the Seeds and Citizens festival pointed both
towards the research community and a wider citizen
humanities engagement of broader audiences, several
of the program’s efforts during 2018 have been more
exclusively directed towards establishing The Seed Box
as resource for outreach and engendering engagement.
Digital Platform
One important development is anchored in the
program’s digital platform. The platform serves as a
tool for communicating research results and as the
project’s ”face outward”, and it is also an administrative
tool, not the least through the digital archive that has
been launched in 2018. The digital archive collects
information about events and outputs in program, and
it is possible for program participants and researchers
to submit reports of their activities and achievements.
Owing to the specific competencies of the Seed Box
communications officer in visual media, during 2018
the platform has also been developed with regards to
visual media and filmed content. A large number of
The Seed Box lectures and seminars conducted in 2018
have been filmed and then made available through the
website afterwards, such as Matthew Fuller’s lecture on
”Investigative Aesthetics” and Fiona Cameron’s ”Museum Collections as more -than-human things: The case
of the green plastic bucket”. Several reports and lectures have also been recorded, including the Seed Box
presentations at the Politician’s Week in Almedalen as
well as the Seeds and Citizens festival in September.

Ann-Sofie Kall and Anna Kaijser at Almedalen on 2 June 2018.

Almedalen Week in Visby
During the summer, The Seed Box was represented at
the Almedalen Week in Visby. The event was held on
2 July and organized together with different Mistra-financed programs. Anna Kaijser and Ann-Sofie Kall
from The Seed Box was inspired by Val Plumwood and
talked about the shadow places of consumption and
Green Futures.
Collaborative seminar at Klimatriksdagen
In May 2018, the Seed Box took part in a seminar at
Klimatriksdagen. Klimatriksdagen was an event
gathering civil society, researchers and the interested
public in Stockholm to discuss climate change and
the political responses that are needed. The Seed Box
participated through a seminar on gender and
climate change, co-organised with the nongovernmental development cooperation organisation
Diakonia. The then-deputy director Anna Kaijser
participated in the seminar panel together with
representatives from civil society and government
agencies.

Social Media
The Seed Box´s activity on social media has increased
significantly in 2018, with posts and spread of events
on Facebook and Twitter. The
increasing activity is also noticeable on the number of
followers in social media: The number of followers of
The Seed Box on Twitter has increased by 80% and the
number of followers on The Seed Box Facebook page
has increased by over 50% over the period October
2017 to October 2018. Since 2018 communication
has become a definitive strength of the program, and
the ambition is to continue documenting the activities
and lectures that The Seed Box organizes, develop more
features on our website, engage more people to post on
The Seed Box blog, start using an internal workspace at
the platform to strengthen communication within the
program. There are also plans to add a feature making
it possible to make live broadcast from events and
lectures to strengthen public impact. Furthermore, the
program has the ambition to become even more active
in the social debate through letters to the editor and
debate articles in newspapers and other media forums.

Furthermore, 2018 has been characterized by
preparing for a possible second phase of the Seed Box,
which would span four years, starting 2020. In terms
of visions for developing the capacity building efforts
of the program, much of the discussion concern ways
to consolidate the program, and to tie the networking
efforts of the first phase together, in a more infrastructurally developed site locally at Linköping
University.
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Research Portfolio
In The Seed Box, research in the field of environmental
humanities is developed attending to both earlier traditions on the field, such as ecocriticism, environmental
history, and political ecology, and more recent scholarly endeavors such as new materialism, posthumanism,
plant theory, and media ecologies.
The research projects within the Seed Box trace and
investigate the boundaries between scholarly research
and artistic and activist practices; they explore and
create new methodologies and ways of setting scholarly knowledge into motion both within academia and
beyond. The latter is, not least, shaped by the urgency of transforming information and data about the
environment into embodied, experienced, and shared
knowledge with ethical and political implications for
ways of being and living together today. Consequently, our research portfolio realizes a citizen humanities
approach that is methodologically innovative and
engages collaborations across diverse media and areas
within the humanities and related interdisciplines, as
well as a wide range of knowledge-makers and stakeholders from communities beyond academia. The
research portfolio includes both funded projects by The
Seed Box and affiliated Projects. The latter are funded

by other sources, but contribute to the networking
efforts and the building of a Seed Box hub. Affiliating
projects, researchers and artists with the Seed Box is
crucial for the program’s ambitions of developing into a
node for Environmental Humanities research, thought
and activism. Affiliated projects will, during the course
of the program, be invited to workshops, symposia
and conferences, and they are presented on the program’s digital platform as a way of demonstrating what
Environmental Humanities is, and can be, and who
is active on the field. In this vein, such projects in the
program is a tool for mapping, connecting and densifying the field of Environmental Humanities, and serves
the long-term purpose of facilitating a coordinated
development of further advancements of, and within,
the field.
As has been described earlier, the research projects in
the Seed Box have been organized into eight different
research areas, which are presented briefly in what
follows. Moreover, this part of the annual report
contains a highlight or focus section on the research
of the postdoctoral work performed in The Seed Box.
Finally, the section closes with a list of the deliverables
in the program from 2018.

Deep Time
This research area focuses on long-term cause and effect and how
deep time mattering (natural and cultural) shapes a variety of
relational processes and explores new materialism and issues of
inter-gendering. It deals with the effects and dissonances around
natural/cultural heritage matters and how these resources could
be dealt with elsewise and explores alternative ways of thinking
and acting around issues of inter- and intragenerational justice
and care, and by exploring how issues captured in the term and
practice of ‘conservation’ can be revitalized and changed (to
meet the challenge of living in the Anthropocene). It is a central
concern to investigate how (natural/cultural) heritage resources
can be imagined, configured, and enacted in other ways to work
for more sustainable futures.

Deep Earth
Many of the most pressing contemporary environmental
challenges are related to the workings of extractive industries.
The extraction of natural resources from underground, be it
fossil fuels or ores, is creating a growing global threat to
humanity and other forms of life, and at the same time is
contemporary society heavily dependent on this extraction in
almost every aspects of daily life. Within the research area Deep
Earth we investigate different interpretations and understandings
of the environmental consequences and risks related to the
development of large socio-technical systems permeating almost
all parts of the world.

Deep Water
Water is a pressing question for the Anthropocene. Ocean
acidification, rising sea levels, erratic drought alongside dramatic
flooding, plastic contamination, and large-scale
hydroengineering all underscore the ways in which water –
necessary for all planetary life is under constant assault from
anthropogenic sources. In this thematic cluster, we seek greater
understanding not only of these problems, but of the human
values, worldviews and imaginaries that led to them in the first
place.
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Toxic Embodiment
Existential concerns around health today take on a much wider set of issues as we
intra-act with antibiotics, nanoparticles and chemical cocktails through the food
we eat, the make-up we wear, the new sofas we sit it in or the environments we
dwell in. We are more acutely aware of how we are in nature, and nature, polluted as it may be, in us. The projects collected under the research area of Toxic
Embodiment offers important and under-researched aspects of Environmental
Humanities, the environmental health dimension as a wider concern of transcorporeal effects in humans and across other species. An investigation into toxic
embodiment demands that we think precisely about what toxicity is and what it
means – for different constituencies. This entails, with some necessity, difficult
postdisciplinary and more-than-human humanities conversations to take place,
including science and science studies, cultural research into patienthood and
body studies, human/animal studies, sexuality/transgender studies, and queer
feminist theory. Feminist and other critical forms of medical humanities meet the
Environmental Humanities in the research on Toxic Embodiment.
Weather and Climate Change
Climate change may be the defining issue of our time, but effective climate
governance requires making room for multiple renderings of climate. How can
we – as multispecies communities – weather these changes whose scale we might
barely comprehend? In this research area we trace social and cultural articulations
of our changing climate across the worlds of science, policy, activism, artistic
practice and every-day life. While engagements with climate change and its
related weather events differ in terms of the knowledge they seek to create, the
agents involved and the methods and practices through which they are
undertaken, they all rely on forms of narrative: of telling compelling stories about
the nature of contemporary environmental struggles and the means by which
they can be mitigated, adapted to, or lived with.

Green Futures
For new societal arrangements to materialize, new concepts, dreams,
imaginaries, and experiments are needed to make the impossible take
concrete form and become possible. In an era of political resignation when
potential controversies have been transformed into matters of lifestyle, “the
utopian spirit remains more necessary than ever” (Russell Jacoby) in order to
articulate more inclusive and less violent futures. And, given the urgency of
present crises, for many that future needs to be now. This also demands that
researchers focus their analytical lenses through which current society, politics,
and practices can be scrutinized, and explore the potential of green utopian
imaginaries.
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Media Ecologies
This area focuses on the specific entanglements of nature and
culture that takes shape in the vicinity of technical media, old and
new. Partly it engages with how media – the written word, images,
and so on – have affected the experience and perception of nature and
the environment throughout history. More urgently, it analyzes the
digital networks of sensors, cables, and server halls that are integrated
into the environment on a planetary level today and converge here
with emergent theories on infrastructure and general ecology. Media
Ecologies is also engaged with how new media might enhance
methodologies framed as digital environmental humanities in order to
further and reshape the knowledge about the environment and
climate change, an aspect that also ties in with the crucial citizen
humanities dimension of the Seed Box program.

Multispecies Stories
This area is concerned with the tales we tell about species other than
our own. As an example, when we name a forest “timber,” we ignore
its status as an ecological habitat for thousands of nonhuman species;
when we value it for the “ecological services” it provides, we insert it
into another capitalist way of knowing the world. How do we transcend these ways of thinking so as to include the more-than-human
world on its own terms rather than our own, particularly when we
do so primarily through the media of human languages, cultures, and
(hi)stories? Is such a standpoint even possible? The Multispecies Stories area aims to incubate groundbreaking research that both historicizes these human-nonhuman interactions and reshapes them for our
Anthropocenic present and future. In particular, the projects in this
research area attend to historical, material, and cultural approaches
that consider the interplay between our past and current imaginaries.

In Focus: Postdoctoral Research
in The Seed Box
An integral part of the Seed Box program is the development of
postdoctoral positions and postdoctoral exchange. Such an
initiative was conceived as crucial for the capacity building in
the program – as an organic extension of the planned research
school for PhD candidates and as part of a concerted effort to
educate future senior researchers and research leaders on the
field of Environmental Humanities. All in all, the following
postdoc positions have been filled in the program:
2-year postdocs

•
•
•

Olga Cielemecka, Linköping University, 2015–2017.
Jennifer Hamilton, University of Sydney/Western Sydney
University, 2016 – 2017.
Anna Kaijser, Linköping University, 2016–2017.

1-year postdocs

•
•
•
•
•

Tarsh Bates, University of Western Australia, 2017-2018.
Isaac Lyne, Western Sydney University, 2018-2019.
Simon Pope, Goldsmiths, University of London, 20172018.
Edward G. Schaumberg, University of Texas at Arlington,
2018-2019.
James Wilkes, Queens University, Canada [PhD position],
2018-2019.

Apart from building capacity, this investment has generated much research output. All the post docs have, as part of their
position, pursued different research projects with different theoretical orientations. For instance, Jennifer Hamilton is
working on a monograph on the topic of “Weathering the City”, which focuses on representations, configurations, and
responses to weather in various urban settings and which have been presented through traditional academic output such
as articles and papers – for instance in the highly esteemed journal Environmental Humanities (Duke UP) – but also on
her “visual research blog” weatheringthecity.wordpress.com, which manifests the ambition to explore new
methodologies within the Seed Box program. Apart from pursuing their research projects, the post docs have been
engaged in the arrangement of and participation in conferences, symposia, seminars, and the like.
For instance, Simon Pope participated in the Seeds
and Citizens festival in Linköping in September
2018. They have also collaborated with senior
researchers in the program, which has yielded
important research results, such as a special issue of
Environmental Humanities on Toxic Embodiment
(forthcoming), co-edited by Olga Cielemecka and
Cecilia Åsberg.
Screenshot from https://weatheringthecity.wordpress.com.

To exemplify the post doc research output in a more illustrative way, let us take a look at the work of Tarsh Bates, who
has been a Seed Box postdoc based at SymbioticA, University of Western Australia University. Bates’ background and
practice, as both an artist and a scholar with a PhD in Biological Arts, are in many ways exemplary for the kind of
exploratory and transdisciplinary work that the Seed Box want to pursue and support. Thus, her output is quite
differentiated in terms of method, materials, and media. This also accounts for a complex notion of knowledge as
embodied, situated, processual, and experiential. Such a notion is crucial for reconsidering the relation between nature
and culture, and for situating the human in relation to the more-than-human in politically and ethically viable ways.
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Consequently, during her time as a Seed Box post doc, Bates has edited an issue of the journal CSPA (#19, 2017) on
Queer Ecologies. She has delivered several papers and presentations, such as “On being a microbioartist: making art in
a microbiology laboratory” at the Nonhuman Agents in Art, Culture and Theory Conference in Berlin in late 2017, but
she has also organized a conference, in relation to the bi-centennial of Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein, called “Quite
Frankly: It’s a Monster Conference” in Perth in 2018. And she has published book chapters and articles, such as “Surface
Dynamics of Adhesion Resurrected” in the volume Unhallowed Arts, edited by Oron Catts et al. If such efforts fit in with
the image of the ordinary humanities scholar, Bates has also participated in several exhibitions during her postdoc period,
presenting installations and objects such as the digital printed playing cards (4 800 cards in a deck) in the artwork “DiSCARD (Death in Saccharomyces Cerevisiae and Related Dilemmas)”, which explores synthetic biology techniques and
their shortcomings. These are just a few examples of the multifaceted and multisensorial knowledge practice that Tarsh
Bates has pursued as a Seed Box postdoctoral researcher. For a fuller account of her work during this period, see: https://
theseedbox.se/archive/publications-and-activities/.

Research Output Year 3
Output financed by
The Seed Box

Books

In 2018, researchers who were fully or partly funded
by The Seed Box published three books, eleven articles
and four book chapters. The Seed Box has also funded
and rendered possible numerous conference events,
lectures and exhibits. The list below contains basic
information about this output. For bibliographic data
etcetera, see the online archive at www.theseedbox.se.

Anshelm, Jonas, Simon Haikola and Björn Wallsten,
Svensk gruvpolitik i omvandling – Aktörer, kontroverser, möjliga världar, Gidlunds förlag, Möklinta,
Sweden.
Bull, Jacob, Holmberg, Tora and Åsberg, Cecilia
(eds.), Animal Places – Lively Cartographies of
Human-Animal Relations, Routledge, New York, US.
Åsberg, Cecilia and Braidotti Rosi (eds.), A Feminist
Companion to the Posthumanities, Springer
International Publishing, Netherlands.

Articles
Anshelm, Jonas, Simon Haikola and Björn Wallsten,
”Politicizing environmental governance: A case study
of heterogeneous alliances and juridical struggles
around the Ojnare Forest, Sweden”, Geoforum, Vol.
91.
Anshelm, Jonas and Simon Haikola, ”Depoliticization,
Repolicization, and Environmental Concerns –
Swedish Mining Politics as an Instance of
Environmental Politicization”, ACME: An International Journal for Critical Geographies, 17(2).
Bates, Tarsh, ”Queer human microbiopolitics”,
The Seed Box blog, The Seed Box, Linköping,
Sweden.
Callmer, Åsa, ” Lösningen på ekvationen – Black
Friday är onödigt”, Fokus nr.11, Stockholm, Sweden.
Haikola, Simon, and Jonas Anshelm, ”State regulation
of mining in a post-fordist economy: Local vulnerability in the shadow of hierarchy”, Political Geography Vol. 62.
Hamilton, Jennifer Mae, and Astrida Neimanis,
”Composting Feminisms and Environmental
Humanities”, Environmental Humanities 10.2, Duke
University Press, Durham, US.
Hamilton, Jennifer Mae, ”Rewriting Redevelopment:
The Anti-Proprietorial Tone in Sydney PlaceWriting”, Journal of the Association of the Study of
Australian Literature 18.1, Sydney, Australia.
Iengo, Ilenia, and Marco Armiero, ”Toxic Bios:
A guerrilla narrative project mapping contamination, illness and resistance”, Entitle Blog, Online.
Neimanis, Astrida, and Jennifer Mae Hamilton,
”Weathering”, Feminist Review 118.1. Palgrave
Macmillan, Basingstoke, UK.
Pedro, Sergio, and Lúcia Oliveira Fernandes, ”Toxic
autobiographies in Portugal: Memory, resistance and
co-production of knowledge within the academia”,
Voices 1, Global South Studies Center, University of
Cologne, Cologne, Germany.
Uggla, Ylva, ”Framing and visualising biodiversity
in EU policy”, Journal of Integrative Environmental
Sciencess 15, Örebro University, Örebro, Sweden.

Book chapters
Armiero, Marco, ”An Environmental Historian
Among Activists: The Political, the Personal, and a
Project of Guerrilla Narrative Italy and the Environmental Humanities”, Landscapes, Natures, Ecologies
– Serenella Iovino Enrico Cesaretti Elena Past, Virginia
University Press, US.
Bates, Tarsh, ”Surface Dynamics of Adhesion
Resurrected”, Unhallowed Arts, Laetitia Wilson,
Oron Catts & Eugenio Viola (eds.), UWA Press,
Perth, Australia.
Hamilton, Jennifer Mae, ”Gardening after the Anthropocene: Creating different relations between humans
and edible plants in Sydney”, Covert Plants: Vegetal
Consciousness and Agency in an Anthropocentric World,
Brainstorm Books, Santa Barbara, US.
Kaijser, Anna and Björn Wallsten, ”Att göra gruvpolitik underifrån: Urbergsgruppen och deltagandets
dolda kostnader”, in Anshelm, J, Haikola, S Wallsten, B. (eds.), Svensk gruvpolitik i omvandling:
Aktörer, kontroverser, möjliga världar, Gidlunds förlag, Möklinta, Sweden.
Brief publications
The Shadow Places Network, A Manifesto for Shadow
Places, www.shadowplaces.net.
Conferences
Bates, Tarsh, ”The Unsettling Eros of Contact Zones:
Queering evolution in the CandidaHomo ecology”,
FEM Meeting, 15 June, 2018, Cultivamos Cultura,
Alentejo, Portugal.
Bates, Tarsh with Zurr, Ionat, ”Quite Frankly: It’s a
Monster Conference”, SymbioticA, 17–19 October,
2018, Perth, Australia.
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Cachat, Elise with Nelson, Lenny; Sachs, Daniel; Bandiera, Lucia; McDonald, Alison; Szymanski, Erika; Bates,
Tarsh; Menolascina, Filippo; Zurr, Ionat; Elfick, Alistair;
Calvert, Jane; Rosser, Susan; Catts, Oron, ”The art of
fusion: A synthetic approach to create cross-kingdom
hybrids”, Fifth International Mammalian Synthetic Biology Workshop, Harvard Medical School, 5 May, 2018,
Boston, USA.
Kaijser, Anna, ”Art, Activism, Undisciplinarity and
Politics”, Climate Existence conference, 7 May, 2018,
Sigtuna, Sweden.

Interviews

Edited Volumes

Bates, Tarsh, ”The Unsettling Eros of Contact Zones:
Queering evolution in the /CandidaHomo/ecology”,
23 January, 2018, Linköping University, Linköping,
Sweden.
Fuller, Matthew, ”Investigative Aesthetics”, 23 May, 2018,
Linköping University, Linköping, Sweden.
Husberg, Hanna, ”On air and imaginaries”, Large Objects
Moving Air, Creative Research into Sound Practices,
London College of Communication, 8 January, 2018,
London, UK.
Husberg, Hanna, ”On air and imaginaries”, Mutating
Ecologies in Contemporary Art: Matter, Ethics and
Subjectivity, MACBA, 21 February, 2018, Barcelona,
Spain.
Husberg, Hanna with Agáta Marzecová and Liu Xin,
”Imaginaries and technoecologies of urban air”, First
Global Radical Relevances conference, 27 April, 2018,
Aalto University, Espoo, Finland.

Bates, Tarsh, The Mess We’re In, Exhibition Catalogue,
Perth, Australia.
Åsberg, Cecilia with Cielemecka, Olga, ”Toxic
Embodiment”, Environmental Humanities (eds. Thom
van Dooren, Gender Studies, Uni Sydney and Elizabeth
DeLoughrey, UCLA), vol 10, issue 2, 2018, Duke University Press, US.
Exhibits
Aglert, Katja, ”Durational Fracture”, Seeds and Citizens
festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Bates, Tarsh with Catts, Oron and Zurr, Ionat, ”Crossing
Kingdoms work-in-progress”, Summer Hall, Edinburgh
International Science, Festival, April, Edinburgh, UK.
Bates, Tarsh, ”This Mess We’re In”, Old Customs House,
13 October, 2018, Perth, Australia.
Erikson, Carl-Johan and Karin Willén, ”The Final
Repository: A Macroscopic Exploration”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Malmberg, Lenam, ”Forest confessions with Artificial
Intelligence”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September,
2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Ståhl, Åsa and Kristina Lindström, ”Un/Making Matters”,
Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018,
Linköping, Sweden.
Fanzines
Noms de Guerre, ”Shattered Branch”, Stockholm, Sweden
Field Guides
Hamilton, Jennifer Mae and Neimanis, Astrida, ”A Field
Guide for Weathering: Embodied Tactics for Collectives
of Two or More Humans”, The Goose, 17.1, 20 September, 2018, Wilfrid Laurier University Press, Canada.
Free form role plays

Callmer, Åsa, Vi Magazine, July 2018, Stockholm, Sweden
Keynotes
Jørgensen, Dolly, ”The Future of the Past, Or Making
Room for New Natures”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 21
September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Lectures

Movie screenings
Husberg, Hanna, “The Free Sea”/“In the Vast Ocean of
Air”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018,
Linköping, Sweden.
Wagner, Estephan, ”Les Sauteurs / Those Who Jump”,
Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018,
Linköping, Sweden.
Online discussion group moderator
Bates, Tarsh, ”This Mess We’re In”, moderator of -empyrediscussion board on-line, October 2018.
Conference panels
Ruiz, Sergio with Marco Armiero, Ilenia Iengo, Stefania
Barca, ”Toxic Bios: Storytelling and Guerrilla Narrative
in the Wasteocene”, 19-22 June, 2018, Oslo, Norway.

Fornell Hjelm, Jenny, ”Midsommarafton 2019 – ett
spel om relationen mellan människa och miljö”, Seeds
and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping,
Sweden.
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Panel Talks
Olsson, Jesper with Anna Kaijser, Katja Aglert, Robert
Boschman and Simon Pope, ”Brunch Panel talk”, Seeds
and Citizens festival, 23 September, 2018, Linköping,
Sweden.
Kihlberg, David with Emma Lundberg, Lennart Bjurström, Tina Schmid Neset and Björn Pihl, ”Mat ur ett
miljöperspektiv”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Panelists
Brodén Gyberg, Veronica, ”Klimatrelaterat bistånd under
lupp”, 18 October, 2018, Stockholm, Sweden.
Paper presentations
Callmer, Åsa, ”Approaching sufficiency: motivations and
experiences among buy-nothing activists and declutterers”, Third International Conference of the Sustainable
Consumption Research and Action Initiative, 27-29
June, 2018, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Callmer, Åsa, ”Approaching sufficiency: motivations and
experiences among buy-nothing activists and declutterers”, The 6th International Degrowth Conference:
“Dialogues in turbulent times”, 21-25 August, 2018,
Malmö, Sweden.
Presentations
Andersson, Daniel, ”The Nature of Technology in an Era
of Global Environmental Challenges”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 21 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Residencys
Bates, Tarsh, Research Residency, Engineering Life
research group, STIS, University of Edinburgh,
Edinburgh, UK.
Seminars
Armiero, Marco, ”Undisciplining humanities! Five years of
bridging academia and communities with the Environmental Humanities Laboratory.”, Seeds and Citizens
festival, 21 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.

Boschman, Robert, ”The Lesson: The Traumas and
Futures of Uranium City, Canada”, Seeds and Citizens
festival, 21 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Bruhn, Jørgen with Ståhl, Åsa Hansen, Christine Laurien,
Thomas, Seminar with guests from Linnaeus University
and Gothenburg University, 15 March, 2018,
Linköping University, Linköping, Sweden.
Callmer, Åsa,”Exploring the possibilities of sufficiency:
from imaginary to practice”, 14 March, 2018, Royal
Insitute of Technology (KTH), Stockholm, Sweden.
Cameron, Fiona, ”Museum collections as more-thanhuman things: The case of the green plastic bucket”, 15
May, 2018, Linköping University, Linköping, Sweden.
Dungy, Camille, ”Black in Nature: an African American
Ecopoetic”, 21 September, 2018, Seeds and Citizens
festival, Linköping, Sweden.
Gerhardt, Christina, ”Atlas of (Remote) Islands and Sea
Level Rise”, 8 May, 2018, Linköping University,
Linköping, Sweden.
Gianquitto, Tina, ”Where can a plant take you?”, Seeds
and Citizens festival, 21 September, 2018, Linköping,
Sweden.
Hultman, Martin, ”Are we all climate change denialists?”,
Seeds and Citizens festival, 21 September, 2018,
Linköping, Sweden.
Husberg, Hanna and Agáta Marzecová, ”And then air
became this number: PM 2.5, imaginaries and datapolitics of air in Beijing”, Politics of the Machines – Art
and After | EVA, 15 May, 2018, Copenhagen,
Denmark.
LeMoine, Rebecka and Klas Schlichting, ”Guidad tur
med tema Biologisk mångfald”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Opperman, Serpil, ”Sites of Narrativity”, 23 October,
2018, Linköping University, Linköping, Sweden.
Pope, Simon, ”Dear Lindsay: About Discussion Island”,
Seeds and Citizens festival, 21 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Ståhl, Åsa and Kristina Lindström, ”Un/Making Matters”
Seeds and Citizens festival, 21 September 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Åsberg, Cecilia with Marietta Radomska, ”Toxic embodiment – an online European webinar for PhD students”
25 August, 2018.
Öhman, May-Britt with Karin Bradley and Marco
Armiero, Seminar with guests from Uppsala University
and the Royal Institute of Technology, 19 April 2018,
Linköping University, Linköping, Sweden.

Stage performances
Börjel, Ida, ”Poetry Reading”, Seeds and Citizens festival,
22 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Winter, Glenn with Rikard Rapp and Fredrik Johansson,
”Nu! - One Fine Day”, 22 September, 2018, Seeds and
Citizens festival, Linköping, Sweden.
Wistbo Nibell, Per with Jan Boman and Niklas Brännström, ”Simply Dead–Beyond The Void”, Seeds and
Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping,
Sweden.

Output affiliated with
The Seed Box
In addition to output that Seed Box has funded, there are
several examples of publications and events by researchers
affiliated with, but not funded by, the Seed Box:
Articles

Gianquitto, Tina and LaFauci, Lauren; Sanders, Dawn;
Flannery, Maura; Hodge, Terry, ”Herbaria 3.0: What is
your plant story? (www.herbaria3.org)”, 25 April, 2018.

Ballantyne, Anne Gammelgaard, Glaas, Erik, Schmid Neset, Tina-Simone, Wibeck, Victoria, ”Localizing Climate
Change: Nordic Homeowners’ Interpretations of Visual
Representations for Climate Adaptation”,
Environmental Communication: A Journal of Nature and
Culture, nr 5, Routledge, UK.
Olsson, Jesper, ”Låt ett träd förändra ditt liv”, Svenska
Dagbladet, 18 June, 2018, Stockholm, Sweden.
Radomska, Marietta, “Non/living Matter, Bioscientific
Imaginaries and feminist Technoecologies of Bioart”,
Australian Feminist Studies Vol 32 nr 94, Taylor & Francis Online.

Workshops

Book Chapter

Andersson, Karin, ”Hantera din klimatångest”, Seeds
and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping,
Sweden.
Eriksson, Malin, ”En bättre värld är möjlig”, Seeds and
Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping,
Sweden.
Gren, Jonas and Sigvardsdotter, Erika, ”The Return of
Bacteria”, 15 February, 2018, Linköping University,
Linköping, Sweden.
Kaijser, Anna, ”A serious play with genres”, 21 September,
2018, Seeds and Citizens festival, Linköping, Sweden.
LaFauci, Lauren with Tina Gianquitto and Dawn Sanders,
”Artistic workshop with Herbaria 3.0”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.
Potter, Emily, Fiona Miller, Eva Lövbrand, Donna Houston, Jessica McLean, Emily O’Gorman, Rod Gilbert,
Claire Healy and Sean Cordeiro, Clifton Evers, Linda
Tegg and Gina Ziervogel, ”The Shadow Places Network
Illumination Workshop”, 2–3 May, 2018, Sydney,
Australia plus virtual connection to Cape Town, Venice,
Newcastle and Linköping, Australia, Sweden, UK, Italy,
South Africa.

Lynda Birke and Tora Holmberg with Braidotti, Rosi
and Åsberg, Cecilia (eds.), ”Intersections: The animal
question meets feminist theory”, A Feminist Companion
to the Posthumanities, Springer, London, UK.

Videos
Erikson, Carl Johan and Willén Karin, ”10°C – Recipes
from the archipelago of Forsmark”, Stockholm, Sweden.
Websites

Conference
Neimanis, Astrida with Hamilton, Jennifer Mae,
”Feminist, Queer, Anticolonial Propositions for Hacking
the Anthropocene III: (what do we) WANT?”, 18 May,
2018, University of Sydney, Australia.
Lecture
Olsson, Jesper, ”More-Than-Human Media Ecologies – in
Radiophonic Poetry, Sound Poetry, Text-Sound, and
Sound Art”, 28 November, 2018, Ghent University,
Belgium.
Movie screening
Hartman, Steven, ”Bifrost Documentaries”, Seeds and Citizens festival, 22 September, 2018, Linköping, Sweden.

Who We Are

International Advisory Board

The Seed Box is hosted by Linköping University, who is
ultimately responsible that the Program is executed and that
the funding is properly managed and administered.

Marco Armiero, Director, Environmental Humanities
Laboratory, Kungliga Tekniska Högskolan (KTH),
Sweden.
Robert Boschman, Professor of English, Mount Royal
University, Canada; President of Association for
Literature, Environment, and Culture (ALEC) in
Canada.

On behalf of the Host, a Program Executive Board is
appointed to ensure the quality and execution of the
Program. Since Stefan Mikaelsson resigned from his
position in June 2018, the board does now consist of the
following members:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Dianne Chisholm, Professor of English and Film,
University of Alberta and University of Alberta's Arts
Environmental Consortium, Canada.

Lars Haikola, former university chancellor (chair).
Katja Aglert, artist.
Steven Hartman, professor.
Christina Karlsson, sustainability strategist,
ICA Sweden.
Johanna Sandahl, chair of Swedish Society for
Nature Conservation.
Lisa Sennerby-Forsse, professor emerita.

Camille Dungy, Professor of English, Colorado State
University, US.
David Farrier, Lecturer in English Literature, University
of Edinburgh, UK.
Matthew Fuller, Professor in Cultural Studies,
Goldsmith’s University of London, UK.

While the overarching direction of the Program, in this
vein, is a question for the program board, on a day-to-day
basis, for the bulk of 2018 the Seed Box was run by its
program director, Jesper Olsson and deputy directors
Ann-Sofi Kall and Anna Kaijser. Since 1 November 2018.
Kaijser and Kall have resigned from their positions as deputy directors.

Yasmin Gunaratnam, Senior Lecturer in Sociology,
Goldsmith’s University of London, UK.
Donna J. Haraway, Distinguished Professor Emerita,
University of California, Santa Cruz, US.

Locally, the program director has during 2018 collaborated
with the Seed Box Forum, a constellation of research leaders
and researchers, especially concerned with preparing the
possible second phase of the program. During 2018 the
program lead has been strengthened by communications
officer Per Wistbo Nibell. Involved in the program lead is
also program administrator, Björn Pernrud.

Ursula K. Heise, Marcia Howard Professor of
Environmental Humanities, University of California,
Los Angeles, US.
Mike Hulme, Distinguished Professor Culture and
Climate, King’s College London, UK.
Catriona Mortimer Sandilands, Canada Research Chair
in Sustainability and Culture, York University, Canada.

As a resource for advice in cutting edge academic and
scholarly concerns, the board and program directors can
engage the program’s international Advisory Board, which
acts as “sounding board” for matters of concern within the
Program – for the composition of the advisory board, see
below. During year 2, the Advisory Board was called upon
as peer evaluators in connection to the Seed Money call for
funding.

Serpil Oppermann, Professor of English Language and
Literature, Cappadocia University, Turkey; and
European Association for the Study of Literature, Culture, and Environment (EASLCE).
Vandana Shiva, Distinguished Professor, Physicist,
Activist, Philosopher; Recipient of the Right
Livelihood Award (Sweden) and the Early Day
International Award (United Nations).
Thom van Dooren, Senior Lecturer in Environmental
Humanities, University of New South Wales, Australia.
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Financial Report

Surplus, year 2

In total, the Seed Box program spans four years and is
financed by Mistra and Formas to the sum of 40 million
SEK. Linköping University co-finances the program to the
sum of approximately 13.5 million SEK (including both
cash and in-kind). The yearly financial report accounts for
the income and expenditures during year two of the
program. After presenting the figures in following table,
some comments and explanations are provided.
According to the overall financial plan for the program,
the funders contribute 10 MSEK per 12-month period.
For year 3, LiU committed a bit more than 3.5 MSEK At
the end of year 2, the balanced capital has been reduced
with a bit more than 0.5 MSEK. Nevertheless, the costs in
year 3 have been 3 MSEK lower compared to the
program’s budget. About a third of this difference is due
to some of the recipients of the open project funding –
Seed Money – not having requisitioned the funds yet.
Due to PhD student parental leave, the costs for the
research school has been about 0.5 MSEK lower than
budgeted.
During 2018, about 0.5 MSEK was allocated to support
the Seed Box research areas. It was first expected that
events could be organized during 2018, but in actuality,
events will be carried out in 2019 instead. Lower costs
in the consortium based postdoc program accounts for
another 0.5 MSEK difference. All the postdoc positions
have been filled, but as some of the partner institutions
requisition the funds in arrears, the costs will occur in
2019. Furthermore, some of the costs for the visiting
program that were expected in 2018 will occur in 2019
instead. As a result of the direct program costs being
lower, the indirect costs have been approximately 0.5
MSEK lower than budgeted.
Considering the funding available for year 3 (including
the opening balance, and excluding the Seed Money
which was decided and committed in year 2),
approximately 9 % was used for program management,
including the day to day running of the program, as well
as costs for the program board. Approximately 17 %,
mostly in the form of in-kind co-financing, was dedicated to senior research.

OPENING BALANCE

INCOME
Mistra/Formas				
Linköping University			
TOTAL					
EXPENDITURES
Management
Program Management			
(Directors, administration, convener and lead team)

1 616
10 000
3 377
13 377
1 240

Program Board, and Advisory Board

283

Research
Research				

538

(core projects)
Research (in-kind)			

1 553

Capacity Building
Research School, and PhD students
Consortium based post doc program
Visiting program			
Workshops, symposia and seminars
Communication				

2 168
1 755
338
555
130

(esp. www.theseedbox.se)

Seed Money
Seed Money				

2 965

Other & Indirect Costs
Other costs				
Indirect costs and premises		

83
2 316

TOTAL					

13 924

RESULT					

- 547

Closing Balance				

1 069

Of available funds, 42 % was dedicated to capacity building activities and investments. This includes salary for
PhD students, costs for the visiting researchers/artists
program, communication activities, and the consortium-based post docs. About 20 % has been used for other
costs, and to cover the university’s indirect costs for
hosting the program, and 13 % of the funds available in
2018 remain unused.
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